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Advance Praise For TROTSKY IN NEW YORK, 1917: 
 

“Ackerman takes the obscure story of Leon Trotskyʼs 10-week stay in New York City in 
early 1917 and succeeds in painting a picture of a man on the cusp of greatness. . . His 
brief stay in N.Y.C. may remain a historical footnote, but Ackerman clearly demonstrates 

the forcefulness of Trotskyʼs revolutionary spirit.” —Publishers Weekly 
 

“Ackerman creates a lively portrait of this tireless agitator adjusting his personal life and 
his politics to a strange country a few months before the Bolsheviks seized power at 

home. In boisterous prose well-matched to his topic, the author also convincingly 
evokes the social ferment of New York's huge immigrant community . . .  Ackerman 
succeeds in presenting Trotsky's little-known weeks in New York as an absorbing 

adventure, though much greater adventures lay ahead. An entertaining and informative 
account of a footnote to the life of one of the 20th century's most charismatic leaders.”  

—Kirkus 
 

TROTSKY IN NEW YORK, 1917: A RADICAL ON THE EVE OF REVOLUTION 
 
Leon Trotsky is undoubtedly one of the most recognized personalities of the Twentieth 
Century—the famed father of the Russian Marxist Revolution and a global icon of 
change.  What most donʼt know is that just before he burst on to the scene to overthrow 
Russia, this same Trotsky was a nobody, a refugee barely noticed outside a small circle 
of fellow travelers.  Few realize that Trotsky spent the months leading up to the Russian 
revolution not in Europe, but in New York City.  In TROTSKY IN NEW YORK, 1917: A 
Radical on the Eve of Revolution (Counterpoint Press; September 2016), acclaimed 
author and historian Kenneth D. Ackerman brings to light this forgotten era in our  
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cultural history: just over ten weeks, from January to March 1917, a time when Trotsky 
called New York City home.  Here, he settled his family in the Bronx, edited a radical left 
wing tabloid in Greenwich Village, sampled the lifestyle, and plunged headlong into local 
politics.  His clashes with leading New York socialists over the question of U.S. entry 
into World War I would reshape the America left for the next fifty years.  His frantic 
attempt to return to Russia to lead the revolution there, and the attempt by British 
intelligence to stop him, was the stuff of thrillers.  
 
Trotskyʼs sojourn in New York City is a story rarely told, and never with such fullness 
and verve.  As we approach the 100th anniversary of the Russian Revolution, it presents 
a portrait not only of a towering yet all-too-human political figure on the cusp of history, 
but also of the city itself at a special moment in our collective memory.  

 
# # # 

 
ABOUT THE AUTHOR:  
 
KENNETH D. ACKERMAN has made old New York a favorite subject in his writing, 
including his critically acclaimed biography Boss Tweed: The Corrupt Pol Who 
Conceived the Souls of Modern New York.  Beyond his writing, Ackerman has served a 
long legal career in Washington, D.C. both inside and out of government, including as 
counsel to two U.S. Senate committees, regulatory posts in both the Reagan and 
Clinton administrations, and as administrator of the Department of Agricultureʼs Risk 
Management Agency.  He continues to practice private law in Washington.  

 


